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About the Self-Injection Ambassadors Initiative
The Injectables Access Collaborative (AC) and global partner institutions have greatly advanced the introduction, scale-up 

and institutionalization of DMPA-SC self-injection over the last decade. However, much work remains to be done to fully 

mainstream self-injection within national family planning programs. Successful integration requires strong advocacy led by 

champions who will engage decision-makers, share evidence, and utilize the resources, tools, and expertise available to 

advance self-injection as part of a comprehensive method mix.  

The AC established the Self-injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2020 to:

• Bring together a group of experienced, influential individuals who could serve as Ambassadors for self-injection, 

elevating the evidence-based potential of self-injection in their daily work, and through new opportunities facilitated by 

the AC. 

• Enable the Ambassadors to serve as advocates and resources for countries and partners undertaking the self-

injection, and broader self-care, journey.

• Bring country leaders together to share learnings, identify useful strategies, and receive the latest technical resources.

Since its launch in 2020, the initiative has grown to include approximately 30 Ambassadors from 13 African countries. 

Countries that are AC focus countries include both AC Country Coordinators and external champions as Ambassadors. 

The initiative is supported by the AC’s Learning Exchange and Dissemination workstream.

https://fpoptions.org/topics/ac-lan/
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This slide deck includes the profiles of the current Self-

injection Ambassadors, organized by geography. 

Ambassadors represent the following countries: Benin, 

Burkina Faso, DRC, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo, Uganda, and 

Zambia. 

• Note: Burkina Faso and Senegal are not AC focus 

countries.

These biographies can be used to introduce Ambassadors 

during webinars, provide context for written materials, or 

shared with partners (with Ambassador permission) to 

facilitate connection and learning exchange.

Using this resource
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Francophone Africa

Celestin Compaore

Regional Technical Advisor,

Injectables Access Collaborative

Jphiego

Célestin Compaoré is a project manager and 

public health specialist with over ten years of 

experience in advocacy and social mobilization 

for sexual and reproductive health of 

adolescents, youth, and women in West and 

Central Africa. Currently, he serves as the 

Regional Director for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative project at Jhpiego. Before joining 

Jhpiego, Mr. Compaoré worked as a Senior 

Regional Program Manager for Pathfinder, 

where he supported advocacy projects on 

Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights and the 

domestication of the Maputo Protocol, 

collaborating with coalitions of civil society 

organizations and Ministries of Health, Women, 

and Justice in Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, and 

the Democratic Republic of Congo. Mr. 

Compaoré is a regional trainer in SMART 

advocacy, conducting multiple training sessions 

on this subject for youth organizations and 

various partners in West and Central Africa. 

Célestin Compaoré serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through his role as Regional 

Technical Advisor for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.
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Regional

George Barigye

Regional Technical Advisor,

Injectables Access Collaborative

PATH

Mr. George Barigye is the Anglophone 

Regional Technical Advisor under the Injectables 

Access Collaborative project. He supports 

Ministries of Health and partners to introduce 

and scale up DMPA-SC in multiple countries. 

Previously, he managed PATH’s training and 

monitoring work for DMPA-SC pilot introduction 

and scale-up in Uganda. 

George is a public health specialist with more 

than 15 years of experience in public health and 

has worked across human resources for health 

development and reproductive, maternal, child 

and adolescent health programs to strengthen 

health service delivery.

Mr. George Barigye serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through his role as Regional 

Technical Advisor for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.
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Benin

Jean Assongba Affo

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

Jhpiego

Mr. Jean Assongba Affo is a public health and  

community mobilization specialist who has 

worked for more than 20 years to build the 

capacity of national nongovernmental 

organizations in Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, 

and Togo to implement community health 

interventions.

Mr. Affo is an expert in promoting the sexual and  

reproductive health and rights of adolescents and  

young people, both in and out of school, including 

the fight against gender-based violence and 

family planning. He is currently the DMPA-SC 

Project Manager for Jhpiego in Benin, and the 

Benin Country Coordinator for the Injectables 

Access Collaborative. Previously, he served as 

Benin Country Director of the Advancing Partners 

&  Communities project implemented by JSI and 

FHI360. 

Mr. Jean Assongba Affo serves as a Self-

injection Ambassador through his role as Country 

Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative in Benin.
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Burkina Faso
Dr. Aguiébina Ouedraogo is a Health Attaché 

with an option in education and management of 

health structures at the Department of Family 

Health of Burkina Faso. Dr. Aguiébina has more 

than 23 years of service in the clinical and 

programmatic field of family planning. As such, 

he brought his expertise to both Burkina Faso 

and the West African sub-region through 

training and consultancy. On the strength of this 

experience, Dr. Aguiébina assumed the role of 

self-injection focal point for DMPA-SC and the 

delegation of tasks to the family health 

department of the Ministry of Health of Burkina 

Faso.

Dr. Aguiébina Ouedraogo joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

.

Aguiébina Ouedraogo

Health Attaché 

Department of Family Health 

(DSF), Ministry of Health Burkina 

Faso
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Burkina FasoMs. Fatimata Sanou Touré is a magistrate of 

exceptional rank, President of Chamber at the 

Court of Appeal of Ouagadougou, previously 

Vice-President, then President of the 

Association of Women Lawyers of Burkina 

Faso (2010-2017), and Vice-President of the 

Foundation for the Study and the Promotion of 

Human Rights in Africa. She is an expert in 

"Sexual and Reproductive Health Law” and 

founding member of the Network of African 

Women Leaders for the Promotion of Sexual 

and Reproductive Health and Family Planning. 

Ms. Touré became a Designated Champion in 

SRMNIA in March 2021 by the Ministry of 

Health of Burkina Faso.

Ms. Fatimata Sanou Touré joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

.

Mme. Fatimata Sanou Touré

Magistrate 

President of Chamber at the Court 

of Appeal of Ouagadougou
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Burkina FasoDr. Yacouba Zanre is a physician, gynecologist 

obstetrician, national and international 

consultant. He has more than 20 years of 

experience in reproductive, maternal, and 

neonatal health and family planning, 14 years of 

experience consulting and providing technical 

assistance to institutions, associations, NGOs 

and international organizations, 17 years of 

experience in teaching, student training, and 

clinical training and supervision. 

Dr. Zanre currently works for Jhpiego, serving as 

the Country Coordinator for the Injectables 

Access Collaborative, as well as a PF/PFPP-

CAC services Senior Technical Specialist. 

Previously, he was the Project Manager for the 

“Improving DMPA-SC access to the eight 

countries of the Ouagadougou Partnership" 

project. 

Dr. Yacouba Zanre serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through his role as Country 

Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.

Dr. Yacouba Zanre

Country Coordinator, Injectables 

Access Collaborative

Jhpiego 



Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC)
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DRC
Dr. Anne-Marie Tumba Benabiabou is the 

Director of the National Reproductive Health 

Program (PNSR) since October 2020. She 

graduated from the Faculty of Medicine of the 

University of Kinshasa in 1989. She has a 

Master’s in Public Health and a Specialization 

degree in OHS occupational medicine from the 

Catholic University of Louvain UCL in Belgium.. 

From 1995-1997, she served as Deputy 

Director of the Expanded Program for 

Vaccination and the Fight against 

Communicable Diseases (PEV-LMTE), then as 

Director of the pediatric hospital in 

Kalembelembe. Dr. Tumba Benabiabou also 

worked at the Cliniques Universitaires Saint Luc 

de Belgique and in several other trainings 

outside the country until 2018. From 2018-2020, 

she served as Director of the National 

Occupational Health Program. (PNST) in 

Kinshasa / DRC.

Dr. Anne-Marie Tumba Benabiabou joined the 

Self-injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

Dr. Anne-Marie 

Tumba Benabiabou

Director, National Reproductive 

Health Program (PNSR)
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DRC
Dr. Jean-José Wolomby-Molondo holds a 

Doctorate in Medicine, Surgery and Childbirth 

from the Faculty of Medicine of the University 

of Kinshasa, specialist in gynecology and 

obstetrics from the same University. He also 

holds a master’s degree in reproductive 

medicine and biology from the University of 

Geneva / Switzerland, a certificate in 

adolescent sexual and reproductive health, and 

another in research in sexual and reproductive 

health from GFMER / Geneva. Currently, he 

provides family planning, gynecological 

endocrinology and andrology consultations in 

the Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics 

of Kinshasa’s university clinics. He is a lecturer 

(Head of Works) at the University of Kinshasa 

and teaches reproductive physiology and 

embryology in several other universities. 

Dr. Jean-José Wolomby-Molondo joined the 

Self-injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2020. 

Dr. Jean-José Wolomby-

Molondo

Physician

University Clinics of Kinshasa
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DRC
Dr. Babeth Katumbo is an expert in Maternal 

Health and Family Planning, with more than 15 

years of experience. She has also worked in 

the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Babeth Katumbo contributed to the 

implementation of several maternal health and 

family planning projects, particularly in capacity 

building of providers and  institutional support 

to the Ministry of Health. She contributed to the 

development of DRC’s DMPA-SC scale-up 

plan and was the coordinator of the Total 

Market Approach: FP Market Segmentation 

project at PATH.

With Jhpiego, she works as a Senior Technical 

Advisor for Maternal, Newborn, Child Health 

and Family Planning (MNCH/FP), where she 

designs strategies and ensures the 

implementation of various MNCH/FP projects. 

Dr. Babeth Katumbo serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through her role as Country 

Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.

Dr. Babeth Katumbo Kisimba

Country Coordinator, Injectables 

Access Collaborative 

Jhpiego
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Ghana

Mr. Joseph Addo-Yobo

Executive Director

Total Family Health Organisation

Mr. Joseph Addo-Yobo is a pharmacist and global 

health professional with over 24 years of 

experience in leading and managing private-sector 

health programs across Africa and the Eastern 

Caribbean. His areas of expertise include building 

viable commercial markets for essential health 

commodities, health commodities supply chains, 

scaling up use of essential health commodities; 

social marketing and behavior change 

communication; business development and fund 

raising for nongovernmental organizations; and 

social interventions. Mr. Joseph has successfully 

managed programs and nurtured relationships with 

several donors and multilateral agencies, holding 

leadership positions at the Academy for 

Educational Development, AstraZeneca, Johnson 

and Johnson International, and Abt Associates. 

Mr. Addo-Yobo currently serves as a member of the 

Global Child Health Taskforce Steering Committee 

and as the Co-chair of the Private-sector Working 

Group. He is the Executive Director of the Total 

Family Health Organisation and volunteers as Chief 

of Staff for Ghana’s COVID-19 Response 

Secretariat under the Office of the President of 

Ghana.

Mr. Joseph Addo-Yobo joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2024.
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Ghana

Ms. Joyce Amedoe

Country Coordinator, 

Injectables Access Collaborative

CHAI

Ms. Joyce Amedoe has a deep understanding 

of the family planning landscape in Ghana and 

plays a pivotal role in increasing access to and 

uptake of DMPA-SC. As a Program Manager for 

Sexual Reproductive Health at the Clinton 

Health Access Initiative (CHAI), she provided 

support to the Ghana Health Service (GHS) in 

the introduction and scale-up of DMPA-SC, 

including self-injection, in both public and 

private sectors. She was very instrumental in 

including DMPA-SC in Ghana’s pre-service 

training curriculum. Ms. Amedoe also 

collaborated with GHS in a 2021 study to 

understand the barriers and enablers to self-

injection uptake in the country. Key 

recommendations by the study team are being 

implemented to catalyze the uptake of DMPA-

SC, particularly Self-injection.

Ms. Joyce Amedoe serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through her role as Country 

Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.
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Kenya

Ms. Nelly Munyasia

Executive Director,

Reproductive Health Network 

in Kenya

Ms. Nelly Munyasia is the Executive Director for 

Reproductive Health Network in Kenya (RHNK), a 

network of trained private health care providers 

passionate about ensuring provision of quality, 

comprehensive reproductive health information and 

services. She is a trained Nurse/Midwife, a health 

systems and policy expert, a global award-winning 

sexual and reproductive health provider champion, and 

an advocate for human rights. She has overseen the 

expansion and growth of RHNK through training of 

service providers and establishing linkages with 

community gatekeepers and local policymakers for 

advocacy purposes.

Ms. Munyasia has successfully engaged at national, 

regional and international advocacy forums that 

advocate for policy change and gender equality in 

provision of sexual and reproductive health services. 

She received the 2020 Planned Parenthood Global 

Citizen Award in recognition for her outstanding 

leadership and unwavering advocacy for access to 

safe and legal abortion. She serves as a Co-chair of 

the Board of Directors, Africa Action Network for 

Nurses and Nurse-Midwives and a Board Member at 

the International Centre for Reproductive Health 

Kenya. She is currently a member of the Family 

Planning, Total Market Approach Task Force convened 

by the Ministry of Health.

Ms. Nelly Munyasia joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2024.
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Kenya

Dr. Wanjiru Munene,

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

InSupply Health

Dr. Wanjiru Munene serves as the Kenya 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative with InSupply Health, looking at 

strategic DMPA-SC scale-up activities, and 

acting as a key liaison for the Ministry of Health 

and other relevant strategic partners (across 

public and private sectors). She is tasked to 

proactively identify and address gaps and 

bottlenecks and take advantage of 

opportunities to advance increased uptake of 

DMPA-SC in the country. In her current role, 

she is responsible for the partnerships and 

innovations workstream of the market test 

project which is looking at introducing DMPA-

SC and other injectables through the private 

sector in community pharmacies. In this role, 

she closely coordinates the pharmacy 

association and the national medicines 

regulatory agency (Pharmacy and Poisons 

Board) to provide the optimal environment for 

pharmacies to be empowered FP providers in 

their communities. 

Dr. Wanjiru Munene serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through her role as Country 

Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.



Madagascar
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MadagascarDr. Jean Claude Rakotomalala is a doctor by 

training, and a specialist in public health and 

community health. He is the president of the 

COMARESS platform, which is a civil society 

organization working in the field of health in 

Madagascar. He is one of the FP2030 focal 

points in the country. Moreover, he has always 

acted in favor of maternal and child health. In 

addition, he has worked since 1993 for the 

benefit of the community with his organization 

ASOS, of which he is currently the Executive 

Director of. 

Dr. Jean Claude Rakotomalala joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

Dr. Jean Claude 

Rakotomalala

President

COMARESS 
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MadagascarDr. Nomena Raberaoka is a Monitoring and 

Evaluation and Data Use Specialist for the 

Injectables Access Collaborative in 

Madagascar, and a specialist in human-

centered design and interpersonal 

communication. He previously served as the 

Monitoring and Evaluation Manager for the 

Emergency Support to Essential Education, 

Health and Nutrition Services Project in 

Madagascar. Most recently, he contributed his 

expertise in designing a new family planning 

logistics subcommittee to improve the current 

contraceptive supply chain process in 

Madagascar. He has previously contributed to 

the design of services in the field of health and 

nutrition, particularly in the accompaniment of 

pregnant women in rural areas before and after 

delivery and the coaching of community agents 

in the accomplishment of their tasks. Dr. 

Raberaoka has more than 17 years of 

experience in organizational management and 

his field of expertise extends to project 

management and training engineering.

Dr. Nomena Raberaoka joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2022.

. 

Dr. Nomena Raberaoka

Monitoring and Evaluation and 

Data Use Specialist, 

Injectables Access Collaborative

JSI
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MadagascarMs. Avotiana Rakotomanga is the Injectables 

Access Collaborative Country Coordinator for 

Madagascar. Avotiana has many years of 

experience in internationally funded health 

projects focused on family planning and 

contraceptive logistics management. She has 

extensive experience in reproductive 

health/family planning, supply chain 

management, and community development. In 

her work promoting contraceptive safety, she 

has highlighted best practices, facilitated 

training workshops, and coordinated the 

Securing Reproductive Health Products (SPSR) 

National Committee, in collaboration with her 

Ministry of Health counterpart and other key 

stakeholders. Ms. Rakotomanga has extensive 

experience in developing technical strategies 

and work plans, technical assistance in the 

country, and in monitoring supply chain 

performance.

Ms. Avotiana Rakotomanga serves as a Self-

injection Ambassador through her role as 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative. 

Avotiana Rakotomanga

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

JSI



Malawi

Injectables Access Collaborative27



Injectables Access Collaborative28

Malawi

Dr Davie Zolowere

Registrar and CEO, 

Medical Council of Malawi

Dr. Davie Zolowere is a medical doctor and 

public health expert, trained at the Kamuzu 

University of Health Sciences and the Rollins 

School of Public Health at Emory University. He 

has 15 years of work experience, having worked 

as Director of Health and Social Services with 

the Ministry of Health, Director of Advocacy 

Clinical Quality and Training, and interim Country 

Director at Banja La Mtsogolo (Marie Stopes 

International Malawi). Dr Davie is competent and 

experienced in sexual reproductive health (SRH) 

programming, strategy development, and 

results-based planning and management. He 

has led the development of various SRH 

strategies, policies and guidelines. He is 

competent on SRH quality improvement and has 

provided SRH technical assistance to 

nongovernmental organizations in Ethiopia, 

India, Malawi, Nigeria, and the Philippines. He 

was a member of the DMPA-SC taskforce that 

was responsible for introducing the product in 

Malawi. Currently, Dr. Zolowere is the Registrar 

and Chief Executive Officer of the Medical 

Council of Malawi.

Dr. Davie Zolowere  joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2024.
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Malawi

Ms. Jessie Salamba Chirwa

Family Planning Program Officer,

DMPA-SC Focal Person

Ministry of Health-Reproductive 

Health Directorate 

Ms. Jessie Salamba Chirwa is a Registered 

Nurse Midwife in Malawi, where she has 

worked in bedside nursing as well as a lecturer 

at two nursing and midwifery training colleges.

Currently, Ms. Chirwa works as a Family 

Planning Program Officer and DMPA-SC focal 

point with the Ministry of Health – Reproductive 

Health Directorate. She is responsible for 

planning and coordinating implementation of all 

activities under the rollout of DMPA-SC at 

national level. These include revision of 

policies and guidelines, training of providers, 

supportive supervision visits and mentorship of 

trained providers, family planning review 

meetings, and reporting to the senior 

management team. She is also responsible for 

coordinating across all partners that support 

DMPA-SC roll-out in Malawi.

Ms. Jessie Salamba Chirwa joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2024.
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Malawi

Ms. Frehiwot Birhanu

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

CHAI

Ms. Frehiwot Birhanu is a senior public health 

professional with a specialty in Reproductive 

Health. She has over a decade of experience 

in health professions education, human and 

organizational capacity development, and 

Sexual, Reproductive, Maternal, and Neonatal 

Health (SRMNH).

Currently, she is working with the Clinton 

Health Access Initiative (CHAI) Malawi  as a 

Director for SRMNH Programs.

Ms. Frehiwot Birhanu  serves as a Self-

injection Ambassador through her role as 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.
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MozambiqueMs. Iracema de Sousa Barros has a master’s 

degree in public health, with thematic 

experience in the area of Nutrition. Ms. Barros 

is a technical advisor and Mozambique's 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative, where she works to increase 

access to subcutaneous DMPA, including for 

self-injection. She collaborates closely with the 

Ministry of Health and partners in the areas of 

nutrition, maternal and child health, 

immunization and early childhood 

development.

Ms. Iracema de Sousa Barros serves as a 

Self-injection Ambassador through her role as 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.

. 

Ms. Iracema de Sousa Barros

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

PATH



Nigeria
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NigeriaDr. Binyerem C. Ukaire is a fellow of the West 

African College of Surgeons and a Consultant 

Obstetrician Gynaecologist. Currently, she is 

the Director and Head of the Reproductive 

Health Division, Department of Family Health, 

Federal Ministry of Health, with the Family 

Planning, Safe Motherhood and Obstetric 

Fistula programs under her supervision. 

She is an astute civil servant and 

administrator, a practicing medical doctor with 

exposures in various fields of medicine 

particularly reproductive, maternal, newborn 

and child health services delivery. She has led, 

coordinated, and participated in various 

national policy formulations and development 

of strategic plans through effective 

collaborative relationships with partners and 

other stakeholders on Reproductive, Maternal, 

Newborn, Child Health and Nutrition. 

Dr. Binyerem C. Ukaire joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2024.

. 

Dr. Binyerem C. Ukaire 

Director and Head, 

Reproductive Health Division

Department of Family Health, 

Federal Ministry of Health 

https://pathseattle.sharepoint.com/sites/TravelServices/Shared%20Documents/Country%20Office%20Specific%20Lodging%20MIE%20Rates%20(DOM).xlsx?web=1
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Nigeria
Mr. Lawrence Chinedu Anyanwu is currently 

the Director and Acting Head of the 

Reproductive Health Division for the Federal 

Ministry of Health in Nigeria. He has been 

involved in the repositioning and continued 

strengthening of the Family Planning Program 

in Nigeria. Mr. Anyanwu is a family 

planning/reproductive health commodity 

security specialist with over 30 years of 

experience. Over these years, he has played 

active roles in the continuous expansion of the 

family planning method mix through coordinated 

introduction and rollout of new products, 

including DMPA-SC and self-injection in Nigeria. 

He holds a first degree in Banking & Finance 

from the Abia State University and has attended 

several short-term certificate courses spanning 

Family Planning/Reproductive Health 

Commodity Security as well as Population 

Program Management. 

Mr. Lawrence Chinedu Anyanwu joined the 

Self-injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2023.

. 

Lawrence Chinedu Anyanwu 

Director and Head, Family 

Planning branch, 

Reproductive Health Division 

of the Family Health 

Department 

Federal Ministry of Health
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NigeriaDr. Jennifer Anyanti is a healthcare 

professional and public health expert with over 

two decades of experience in health advocacy 

and public health related programming. She 

specializes in the application of public health 

principles in the design and evaluation of 

health systems strengthening, family planning, 

behavioral change communication, MNCH, 

and HIV & AIDS and STI prevention and 

control programs. Her passion for improving 

access to family planning and reproductive 

health services has seen her championing 

several programs aimed at addressing 

structural, social, and policy gaps constraining 

access to quality FP/RH services in Nigeria 

and beyond. Dr. Anyanti is a published author 

and leader, team player, mentor, and results-

driven manager. She is the Deputy Managing 

Director (Programs and Strategy) at Society for 

Family Health. 

Dr. Jennifer Anyanti joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

. 

Dr. Jennifer Anyanti 

Deputy Managing Director, 

Programs and Strategy

Society for Family Health

https://pathseattle.sharepoint.com/sites/TravelServices/Shared%20Documents/Country%20Office%20Specific%20Lodging%20MIE%20Rates%20(DOM).xlsx?web=1
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Nigeria
Dr. Kayode Afolabi is the retired Director and 

Head of the Reproductive Health Division at the 

Federal Ministry of Health, Nigeria, where he 

recorded notable achievements in sexual and 

reproductive health and rights working with civil 

society organizations, United Nations agencies, 

donors, and implementing partners. Dr. Kayode 

has over 30 years of experience in the field of 

Reproductive Maternal Newborn Child and 

Adolescent Health in Nigeria. He provided 

leadership in health system strengthening at the 

state level as Honorable Commissioner of Health 

for Oyo state, and national leadership in sexual 

and reproductive health system strengthening, 

government policy development and 

implementation, and development and 

humanitarian program management. He is also 

passionate and skilled in reporting and 

documenting achievements, best practices, and 

challenges. Dr. Kayode holds a bachelor’s 

degree in Medicine and Surgery and a 

Fellowship with the West African College of 

Surgeons in Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Dr. Kayode Afolabi joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2020. 

Dr. Kayode Afolabi

Retired Director and Head, 

Family Planning branch, 

Reproductive Health Division 

of the Family Health 

Department 

Federal Ministry of Health
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Nigeria
Mrs. Tinuola Taylor is an independent 

consultant and former Director and Head of the 

Reproductive Health Division in the Family 

Health Department, at the Federal Ministry of 

Health, Nigeria. She is a mother and 

grandmother, a visionary leader and a people-

oriented person, a woman of immense personal 

sense of duty and decorum, and an impeccable 

work ethic. She is sincere and passionate about 

the promotion of the wellbeing and welfare of 

others, particularly women and children. Her 

passion for system strengthening and program 

management is very inspiring. She is best 

known for supporting others to maximize their 

potentials within the larger team for a common 

goal.

Mrs. Tinu Taylor joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2022.

. 

Mrs. Tinuola Taylor  

Independent Consultant
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NigeriaMs. Miranda Buba Atare is a pharmacist and 

public health supply chain specialist, with a 

passion for improving the health and lives of 

vulnerable population groups, especially 

women and children. She has considerable 

experience working at national and sub-national 

levels to strengthen health systems and expand 

access to quality, essential health products 

relevant to SRMH programming.  Ms. Atare is 

the Country Coordinator for the Injectables 

Access Collaborative, where she works closely 

with the Federal Ministry of Health and other 

stakeholders to scale up access to DMPA-SC 

and self-injection. As a thought leader, she 

advocates for strong coordination mechanisms 

and sustainable strategies to move policy into 

practice across both the public and private 

sectors.

Ms. Miranda Buba Atare serves as a Self-

injection Ambassador through her role as 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.

Ms. Miranda Buba Atare

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

JSI
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Senegal
Dr. Marème Mady Dia Ndiaye is Head of the 

Family Planning Division at the Directorate of 

Maternal and Child Health (DSME). She has 

more than 20 years’ experience in the health 

system in Senegal, where she has held 

positions at the operational level and at the 

central level. Her passion for family planning 

was established in 2010 as Chief Medical 

Officer of the Pikine District, where she helped 

implement the Senegalese Urban Health 

Initiative project before joining the central level 

of the DSME in 2013 as Technical Advisor, as 

part of the Intrahealth Services Enhancement 

Project. In her current role, Dr.Ndiaye is 

responsible for coordinating the implementation 

of Senegal's second-generation national action 

plan, which includes priorities to scale up 

DMPA-SC self-injection, as an important step to 

increase women's access to contraceptive 

methods and, above all, to contribute to their 

empowerment. She has been involved in the 

effort to increase access to DMPA-SC since 

initial introduction actvities. She specializes in 

public health, epidemiology and biostatistics.

Dr. Marème Mady Dia Ndiaye joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2020.

. 

Dr. Marème Mady Dia Ndiaye 

Head of the Family Planning 

Division, Directorate of 

Maternal and Child Health 

(DSME)

Ministry of Health
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SenegalMrs. Fatimata Deme is the President of the 

Senegalese Women's Network for the 

Promotion of Family Planning and Vice-

President of the National Coalition of Civil 

Society Organizations of Senegal for RH/FP.  

She was the President of the Network of African 

Women Leaders for RH/FP (AWLN) in 2011–

2012, and SECONAF Champion from 2017-

2018. Ms. Dème is also the Executive Director 

of the Forum of African and Arab 

Parliamentarians for Population and 

Development since 2006 and was Head of 

Delegation of the Missions of Ambassadors of 

Hope for advocacy in favor of RH/FP and the 

fight against HIV/AIDS in several West African 

countries with the highest national authorities. 

She has worked in various international 

institutions, including GTZ, UNESCO, and 

UNDP/UNCDF. She capitalizes on more than 

15 years of experience in management, public 

health, advocacy/leadership, management of 

population and development issues, promotion 

of reproductive health and family planning, and 

the fight against HIV/AIDS.

 

Mrs. Fatimata Dème joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

 

Mrs. Fatimata Dème

President, 

Senegalese Women's Network 

for the Promotion of Family 

Planning

Vice President, 

National Coalition of Civil 

Society Organizations of 

Senegal for RH/FP 
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TogoDr. Makilioubè Tchandana has more than 15 

years of service, going from chief doctor in a 

medico-social center at the peripheral level to 

head of the maternal and child health section. 

Currently, she is Head of the Maternal and Child 

Health and Family Planning Division at the 

Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene, where 

she ensures the coordination of interventions 

both at central and regional level, including 

strengthening emergency obstetric and neonatal 

care, monitoring of maternal and neonatal 

deaths, promotion of family planning in the 

postpartum period and within communities 

through community health workers. She 

participated in the development and 

implementation of the budgeted national action 

plan for family planning, as well as the plan for 

the introduction and scale-up of DMPA-SC. 

Dr. Makilioubè Tchandana joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

Dr. Makilioubè Tchandana

Head, Maternal and Child 

Health and Family Planning 

Division

Ministry of Health and Public 

Hygiene
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Togo
Ms. Yaba Essien is a public health midwife, 

specialist in SRPF, SRAJ, and gender. 

Currently, Ms. Essien serves as the Country 

Program Manager for Jhpiego and as the 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative. Previously, Ms. Essien worked 

for the Department of Maternal and Child 

Health as a member of the Caesarean Section 

Kits management unit and national focal point 

for postabortion care-family planning, 

postpartum family planning, infertility, and IEC. 

She participated in, benefited from, and 

organized training, restitution, and document 

validation workshops on SRPF, SSRAJ and 

Gender. 

Ms. Yaba Essien serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador in her role as Country Coordinator 

for the Injectables Access Collaborative.

Yaba Essien

Country Program Manager and 

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative

Jhpiego
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UgandaDr. Charles Olaro is Director for Health 

Services under the Directorate of Curative 

Services, with the Ugandan Ministry of Health. 

Previously, Dr. Olaro was the Hospital Director 

and Senior Consultant, Surgery at Fort Portal 

Regional Referral Hospital. Dr. Olaro has more 

than 26 years of experience working in the 

public sector, holding positions within Health 

Services as Medical Officer, Medical Officer 

Special Grade Surgery, Consultant Surgery, 

Medical Superintendent, Senior Consultant 

Surgery and Hospital Director. He currently 

coordinates UNFPA Family Planning Support 

to the health sector, chairs and is the focal 

point for FP2030, and heads the Continuity of 

the Essential Services Pillar in Uganda’s 

response to COVID-19. 

Dr. Charles Olaro joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2020.

Dr. Charles Olaro

Director for Health Services, 

Ministry of Health
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UgandaMs. Fiona Walugembe is Director of the 

Private-sector Market Facilitation for the 

Family Planning project in Uganda and 

Country Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative. She collaborates closely with 

the Ministry of Health and partners to integrate 

DMPA-SC and self-injection in Uganda’s 

health system. Previously, Ms. Walugembe 

was the Project Director for the Self-injection 

Scale-up project and Self-injection Best 

Practices project. She led the implementation 

of self-injection programs in seven districts 

through which more than 7,000 women 

became self-injection clients. Largely due to 

the success of these initiatives, the Ministry of 

Health is advancing the national scale-up of 

DMPA-SC self-injection. 

Ms. Fiona Walugembe serves as a Self-

injection Ambassador through her roles on the 

Self-injection Scale-up project and the 

Injectables Access Collaborative.

Ms. Fiona Walugembe

Director, Private-sector Market 

Facilitation for Family Planning in 

Uganda and Country Coordinator, 

Injectables Access Collaborative

PATH
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ZambiaDr. Christopher Mazimba is a Zambian 

obstetrician and gynecologist with more than 20 

years of clinical and programmatic experience in 

sexual reproductive health and rights, specifically 

in maternal newborn and child health programs, 

family planning, injection safety, and prevention. 

His technical leadership includes HIV, maternal, 

newborn, and child health, and reproductive 

health, particularly community-based family 

planning. His efforts to scale up community-

based access to injectables resulted in 

supportive policy change in Zambia, and he 

continues to advance the scale-up of injectable 

contraception as Chair of the Community-based 

Family Planning Task Force. Dr. Mazimba has 

worked for many implementing partners, 

including Jhpiego, ABT Associates, and 

Chemonics. Currently, he is the Chief of Party for 

the USAID Family Health and Nutrition Activity at 

Jhpiego. Most recently, he was the Country Lead 

for the Women’s Integrated Sexual Health, Lot 2 

program (WISH2ACTION), implemented by 

Options. 

Dr. Christopher Mazimba joined the Self-

injection Ambassadors Initiative in 2020.

.

Dr. Christopher Mazimba 

Chief of Party, USAID Family 

Health and Nutrition Activity

Jhpiego
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ZambiaDr. Kennedy Saini is a registered Pharmacist 

with a specialty in Pharmacology. He has great 

experience in the pharmaceutical industry 

spanning over 14 years in both the public and 

private sectors. Mr. Saini is a faculty member at 

the Lusaka Apex Medical University, Faculty of 

Medicine where he teaches Medical 

Pharmacology. He is the current President of the 

Pharmaceutical Society of Zambia, as well as 

pharmaceutical consultant for both local and 

international organizations. Dr. Saini is 

passionate about reproductive health and a 

strong advocate of Total Market Approach (TMA) 

in reproductive health to maximize access, 

equity, and sustainability in reproductive health 

programs. He has advocated for and presented 

in many national fora on the need for private-

sector inclusion in the attainment of universal 

health coverage and in particular, private-sector 

participation to achieve reproductive health 

universal health coverage. 

Dr. Kennedy Saini joined the Self-injection 

Ambassadors Initiative in 2021.

Dr. Kennedy L. Saini

Founder, 

Sylkay Group

President,

Pharmaceutical Society of 

Zambia
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Zambia
Ms. Monica Mutesa is a nimble global and 

national health leader, with thematic expertise in 

HIV/AIDs, gender, medicines and health 

systems. Ms. Mutesa is the Country Coordinator 

for the Injectables Access Collaborative, where 

she works to introduce and scale up access to 

DMPA-SC. She has participated in several health 

sector processes in Zambia, including the 

National Health Strategic Plan development, 

Joint Technical Committees at the Ministry of 

Health, donor coordinating committees and the 

Sectoral Advisory Group.  Ms. Mutesa also has a 

deep understanding of the broader development 

context across African countries due to her 

previous work at Oxfam, where she supported 

Oxfam country programs and partners as the 

Southern Campaigns Officer. Globally, her 

involvement in IHP+ and the African Platform for 

Universal Health Coverage has given her 

experience in engaging and advocating to 

donors, coalitions and multilateral organizations. 

Ms. Monica Mutesa serves as a Self-injection 

Ambassador through her role as Country 

Coordinator for the Injectables Access 

Collaborative.

.

Ms. Monica Mutesa

Country Coordinator,

Injectables Access Collaborative          

PATH
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